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AFRICA 

Africa. Selected by F. D. Herbertson, Edited by A. J. Herbertson. 2nd edition. 

Series: Descriptive Geographies from Original Sources, xl and 264 pp. 

Ills., index. A. & C. Black, London, 1907. The Macmillan Co., New 

York, 1907. 70 cents. 7 x 4M- 
The physiographic elements, plants, animals, and people are described for 
each division of Africa. These descriptions, each written by men who have 
actually been on the ground and seen for themselves that of which they write, 
make the reading and study of this book of exceptional interest and value. The 
references to the original sources from which each description has been taken, 
together with the rather full bibliography appended give the teacher and student 
an excellent opportunity for systematic supplementary reading. And not only 
is the reading matter of value, but the numerous illustrations add vividness to 
the printed text. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Durch Sand, Sumpf und Wald. Missionsreisen in Zentral-Afrika. Von Franz 
Xaver Geyer. xii and 555 pp. Maps, ills. G. J. Manz, Mtinchen, 1912. 

\oy 2 y.7y 2 . 

. The author makes no profession of exploring the wilder parts of his diocese, 
which extends from Khartum to the lakes. But in the course of his episcopal 
duty he had to penetrate the wilds in visitations to mission stations already 
planted and to choose the sites for new endeavor of this sort. He was forever 
exploring Africa in the most practical way, and this work is truly an explorer's 
record. Of course, he wrote the book with no other aim than to interest those 
of his communion at home who had made possible his work of evangelization. 
It amounts to no more than a diary of a bishop on his travels. Because of its 
simplicity in aim the work has great value. It is an unassuming day book. 
At each night's camp the bishop set down the things which during the day's 
march had attracted his interest. The result is a very intimate record. It 
abounds in the sort of thing which many explorers are prone to omit from their 
record. It fills in many details of topography and is rich in ethnological state- 
ments of great value. If the lack of an index is ever to be forgiven it may almost 
be done in this instance, for the book is so full of cuts that it is generally possible 
to use them for the purpose of running down a reference. 

William Churchill. 

ASIA 

Blsmya, or the Lost City of Adab. A Story of Adventure, of Exploration, and 
of Excavation among the Ruins of the Oldest of the Buried Cities of Baby- 
lonia. By Edgar James Banks, xxii and 455 pp. Map, Ills., index. 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1912. 9x6. 
The story of American excavation in Babylonia continues to combine in an 
unusual degree scientific research and happy adventure in a strange land. Fol- 
lowing upon the preliminary survey of the mounds by Dr. Wm. Hayes Ward 
in 1884-1885, and the expedition of the University of Pennsylvania to Nippur in 
1889-1896, is the work of the University of Chicago at Bismya in 1904, of which 
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